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| denne and W, I, Mora. are members of.

the tribe, as well ag Danp Paul, who s,
however, related to the chief.

THE CHETIMACHES,.
Sometlhing About the Tribe' Ine
volved in the St. Mary Trouble,
When the early French explorers of
Louislana reached the ‘I'eche reglon, they
met a very numerous aud powerful tribe
of 1ndlans—the ‘I'chetlmacbes or Chet)
maches—who recelved their whbite wvisl-
tors very courteously., ‘The chief of the
expeditlon perfected a treaty wwith the
head man of the irithe for an offensive
and defensive alllance; for there was 4s
much to fear from warllke and treacher-
ous races cither on the part of the French’
or.on the part of the Tehetimaches,
whose deadly enemies, the Natchez In-
diaps, were liable at any time to swoop
down upon thelr wigwams. As the yeurs

-+ glided by the treaty was vrigorously

obscerved Ly hoth parties. Sometimes
the Chettmaches helped the IFreich
ngalnst hostile tribes, and sometimeés the
white men hurrfed to the defense nud
rescue of thelr redskin friends, .As seon
a8 a form of government was adopted in
the colony and grants of land were made
to settlers, It was expressly stipulated
that the Chetlmnches were not to be dig- |
turbed In thely dwelllng and habitation
in the 'Ceche vegion. ‘I'hls was done In
recognition of the Indlans’ falthful ¢om.-
plinnce with the tl'(.‘:lf‘)’. Specinl legisla-
tion subgequently confirmed them:hw the
perpetual holding of- the Jands they. oc-
cupted; but it ‘was provided in the act
or, deed that the land would revert to
the government when the last man of
the tribe shall have joiped his forbears:
in  the redman's elysium, .. Thiy con-
dlitton eaused the Chetimanches to smile
@utbough Indinns are traditionnlly sald
to be very glum and taciturn people), for
they were then, nearly three hundred
years  ago, very numerous, .and the
deoffed at the hint of extinetion, Anp
vef, they ave now but a handful of de-
generute sous of worthy fatbers, There
are not one huudred and thirty of them
now lving. War, discase, the learning
of clvillzed ways bave decimated  the
Chetlmnches, ‘The present remnant of
that once warlike and futelligent tribe
are latless, indolent and careless of all
save the bave attempt to eard a living
ts Duuters, fishermen and laborers. ‘I'ne
wonten seem to be the most epergetic,
as they work in the flelds and do all of
tbe domesti¢  chores, besides pleating
baskets and mats aipd many fancy articles
in willowware, which they gather from
the extenslve plantations of joslers along
the bunks of bayous and streams whicn
gridiron Lhe ‘Teche countyy,

spanish rule succeeded to Irench domli-
natlon, as history teHs, and the new or-
der vespected the treatry and the grant,
and comirmed (he Chetimuches In thelr
Innded vights, Again, when the banner
of I'rance waved once more oyer loulsl-
ang, was the paet with the Indians ve-
spected,  The Unlted States government,
atter having purchased the terrltory of
Louisiann from IMrance in the early part
of the nineteenth century, quicted the
Chettmacbes o thelr title. |

fhe Indians then held a Imrge extent
of country, nhout twenty illes, near the
villnge of Charenton, in St. Mary fmrlsh.
‘Phe land wias always beld to Dbe the
roperty of the tribe, “Chere was no
ndfvidual holding, Buf about scventy
yenrs ago some of the Indlans gold, for
a wmoney consideration, a large tract of
land o swhite settlers, who reclaimed the
land, cultivated it and dwelt therecon,
trangmitting thelr titles to thelr descend-
enis to this day.

severn! yesnrs ago—and after the death
of the original parties to those sales—it
dawned upon some of the more jotelli-
gent members of the tribe that they could
¢lalm the lund from the helrs of the pur.
chasers, bhecause  the . vendors had' no
right to sell what belonged to the tribe,
A sult was filed In the Unlted States
cireuit court to dlspossess the later own-
cry of the land—the white pcogle—aud.
after a long Imfnuou, the matter was
fnally deelded at the fall term of the |
Uudted States clreuit court in this eity
lnst year against the Chetlmaches, At
ihe {rinl of the case, their chief, T'aul,
and several other tribesmen testlfled he.
fore the court, and were objects of gen-
eral Interest and curlosity,  Thelr “de-
font In the courts 'wasg sullenly and ve-
sentfully aceapted by the Chethmaches,
andd over sipee they have showed thelr
Lastilty toward the white man,

The serfous affalr Inst Luesdny was hut
the ellmax of the long cherished discon.
tent of the - -Indians. .
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